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ia Bill Fawkes, agsistiant
meadmaster and hislory beaCher,
whp ki 50 years old and has five
chidnen of hid own

It was whan hia childreh §rew
iFbe Their leeng &nd GOK AN EWer:
Increasang Nldrddl W DD MU
Fhat hes Tirst Bachima aanng Thal the
deal chiddogn ha was lsaching
coubd possibly have 1he G-
tiamity by do the same

| got the idea.” he ok me

during a break in frehaarsal, “that
thgy rmight learn fo play am instre
[ lp |

Far Bl Fawhkes, like Mary Hare
Bobere him, it was somelhing of an
wphill streggle and very much &
bl of tradding now ground

Wnile tha alghE senedr Qirks of T
double guariet had bean bary
Hare's wndispulad '"slam” -
thoy played at London's Foyal
Festival Hall snd mat Prince
Chares. and appearsd on TVs

Matiovasde  and ~Pabble Ml =
upwards of 40 other pupils wers
lemrning o play musical natnge
mienis

ERHAFPS the most telling
testimony of all 1o Bl

Concenlbralisn i
everyond during

Fawioas's wak came irom Susan
Williams, 18 yoars ol and now
reading biology at Durham
Urireita ity

S hiad played 1he reooroar Tar
Si% yEars, and the trebee Tecoroen
in tha double quans

| egn't haar the mesic at all,”
sl fold mel, Tt | TRink T FPrythem
ka3 halpad my spesch. N also
kg me foel | Gar S0 sy thandg
R’ givad ™Mo & senss of tnumpd ower
iy ddainess

Whal |5 nioa aboul i1 S thal vwe
hawve proved the sxpafs wiong
They thought thal profcuandly
deal pecple should be Eaught
iign langueage rather than 1o
1ol

Mow | can say 1o them, “VWell,
ok, | can play 6 muscal instr-
mant and | can speak &% well!

Abaul 70 per cent. of tha
childran i fthe school Rivv @n
Feerage haaning 1oss of B0 decibals
of mare.

Thal's & protty severs handi-
cap,” Bl axplained, He has Dean
teaching deaf children for 20
years and has been at kary Hare
for 18 of them. ' Bul when you getl
tar @ o Fumdned decibad loss than
wou are in o profoundly deal sibua-
[ e e

Wa don'l use mph Bnguage
hava, bul Gélieve im hormal com
mumsicalion, The chikdren ol waar
Fadiri A alda, thisy baaim Lo Iip résd,
and thra is inlpnsive speech train-
g

The aim is far noomablity 0 fha
classroam ard nol & greal deal of
poncession 8 made 1o dealness.
Liysdes has oflen been usod batore
83 an akd o Enpeoving spaeech,
theough itd riythma, but trying o
get deal children to make. and

Continwed on Fage &



PLEASED TO MEET YOU . . .

Continued from Page &

appreciate, music for i3 own sake was something quite now.

“When we first atarted hore the noises they made weno absoliiely
appalling! They all wanbed 1o lsarn sleciric guitar, and gel as much volume
oul of i a5 they could.

“l weeni alomg widh This af first and et them gel it oul of their Systems.
Then, after they had leamed six gr seven chords, they wanied o refine
Ehe Fissic 40 it sounded bt

“From that point. the quality improved, sowe moved on (o e recorders.
I then Dagan by Gol dvan wikded kdest and thought perhad we could go
furthes by gatting children who had played the recorder before to actually

in a group togathar.

CRME by B9 | realined it was just posastie. And I§ grew froem there.

The double quartet’s visit I the Foyal Festival Hall was, as Bill Fawhes
describad it himsall, “a bolt out of the bive."

N Carme about whan Ann Rachling who loundad the Basthoeen Fund for
dhaal childnen 1o raise mondy 1or equigmant naadesd 1o asaisl tham in thedr
aducation, heard of the Mary Hare missic-makers.

Siw and hadard. 30 much so thal she determined that the Bassthoven Fund
houlkd sk b sad 1o buy mossial instruments for Sesl children.

i 5o happened that Ann Rachlin had amanged & specisl concer in aid
of the fund, at the Royal Festivel Mall with the Philharmonic Crchostra

Thi edght girls of the double quartel were inviled 1o sttend rohearaln
i wisbl before whane they mel membars of the orchastra ard plased for
conducior Lorin Maaral.

They allendead the concert, ioo, and at the champagne reception after-
wards pliyed @' four-part rendition of ~Happy Birthday™ for Lovin Maazel,
whase birthday il was thal day. It was here thay mat Prince Charles.

FOUMD it difficult to understand, | told Bill Fawkes, how seerely doal

children could play and. more imgodantly perhaps, appreciate music.

“1 dent fully understand mysall what it is thase children get from tha
mugie. A partialiy-hoating person can hear somathing, of course,

“ha far a8 | can tedl, those who have some residual haaring — and that
maang some sighty of ninety per cent. of deaf children — are hearing o
digbortion which thay find sutficlently pleaaing 1o want 10 9o on perfodming
oF leplaneng 0.

H Ehetry hasr & disfortion of theplr distortion, thay know By & playing &

wrofg note. They're taught to use whalimer hearing they have.

“This comes oul particularty when theyra piiging music togather. |
BOME0n 't playing the righl nose, of i4A't on the Fight rythe,
gol the same sort of reaction you'd expect from hearing people.

“Thae are frustrations, of courss theee aro. Bul one of two of tha
MHMMWMIHHIIMHMMWMWJWNM.

“This ia, | Baliewe, a tromendous step forsard, I8 & rolasss, arothar bonm
ol exprasiion, which they nssd.”

Wheen gisd i realitss thal his experiment wias boginnbng o work?

“Abput thies yaars &g, he replisd, “some two pears after we'd started.
‘We gave our first lithe public concert atlendad by & lew loecal fiends and
parents who happensd to be around.

“Tha local newspaper cams along. and this was the first time we'd found
ourselves in the public eye. This was whan | began to dream that we
Sould go o without sotting any lmil or target. Tho gaies wens cpan . . .

*Thetry re atill opon, | haven't found that limét, aRhough quite obvicusly
wa shall never have any professional musiclans.

iz

FTER the first childron loft school, | dis gat curious as 1o whether or nol
theny'd continue playing, and so | sent out & circular keber

“I had the mosi inferesting replies. One partially-haarning boy who
learned the guitar hers was singing &nd playing guitar in his kocal church,
Anothed wis leaching his flal-mate. a hearing boy, the guitar

"How we have puplls learning the drums, fouripen kearming the piano,
andd oithars hearneng Eh and reconder, and so on.

" Bodauss of tha succels wo've had, I'm trying 1o sea whial can be done
with a group of profoundly deal childran.

""Thee biggeat prablem in leaaching deaf childron Lo play, say, & recorder,
I8 braath combrol, but thess &ix can How pliny & reasonably socuraste cale,”

| wondered il amy of the seversly dead children ever showed & cartain
amciant of despain in that they could play music yot haar B o noms of i1,

“Theery'ver naver shown anything ke despair” Bill told me. “What they
hiarve sheoewm is dafight bn ctually playing, and giving enjoyment to others,”

Hilary Gresn, 18, from Littishampbon, in Sussex, who plays the guitar, the
by, irplde and deacant recorders and Bhe Mute, confirmed Thet viespoint.

I gt i ot off plassure ot of ." sha said, “and | do so enjoy seeing
ather pecpia getting pleasuns gut of it. foo — and soelng peopde surprised
kel the deal can make music!™

-‘-mﬁﬂﬂ did Bl think the future held 7

“Well, belisve [ ar nod, I'm resching the palnt now whers Nm impatiently
waying 1o mysadl, ‘How, what can we do naxt?

Obwvicusly mary challanges s1il ke ahead . . [0
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